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I think it is important that, with all 

of the sad news coming out this week 
in the country, particularly in Puerto 
Rico and Las Vegas, we do share with 
the American people some information 
that will be so important to them long 
term and will help our economy get a 
good jump start. 

Incidentally, last quarter, our econ-
omy grew at 3.1 percent, but very few 
people have heard about that, and it is 
important that we point that out. 

Mr. Speaker, the material provided 
by the Ways and Means Committee is 
extraordinarily valuable, and I also 
would encourage people to go on the 
Ways and Means’ website and on my 
website and on individual websites of 
Members to gain more information 
about this framework. 

First, it lowers the rates for individ-
uals and families. The framework 
shrinks the current seven tax brackets 
into three: 12 percent, 25 percent, and 
35 percent. And actually, Mr. Speaker, 
many more Americans will pay no 
taxes as a result of the tax reform, be-
cause we are going to double the stand-
ard deduction and enhance the child 
tax credit. 
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The framework roughly doubles the 
standard deduction so that typical 
middle class families will keep more of 
their paycheck. It also significantly in-
creases the child tax credit. It elimi-
nates loopholes for the wealthy and 
protects bedrock provisions for the 
middle class. It repeals the death tax 
and alternative minimum tax. 

Mr. Speaker, dying should not be a 
taxable event. It is important that we 
not tax people, particularly farmers 
and small businesses, at the death of a 
businessowner or farmowner. 

It creates a new lower tax rate struc-
ture for small businesses. It will help 
to create jobs and promote competi-
tiveness by lowering the corporate tax 
rate. So that Americans can compete 
on a level playing field, the framework 
reduces the corporate tax rate to 20 
percent, below the 22.5 percent average 
of the industrialized world. 

It will boost the economy by allow-
ing for expensing of capital invest-
ments. The framework allows, for at 
least 5 years, businesses to imme-
diately write off or expense the cost of 
new investments, giving a much-needed 
lift to the economy. 

It moves to an American model for 
competitiveness. The framework ends 
the perverse incentives to offshore jobs 
and keep foreign profits overseas. It 
levels the playing field for American 
companies and workers by allowing the 
profits achieved overseas to come back 
by imposing a one-time low tax rate on 
wealth that is already accumulated 
overseas so there is no tax incentive to 
keep the money offshore. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to get our econ-
omy booming again to create jobs and 
to make our country much greater 
than it is today. I endorse this frame-
work put out by the Ways and Means 

Committee and look forward to the 
work that is going to be done by the 
committee as it refines the framework 
and brings forth a bill for us to vote on. 

f 

WE CAN BREAK THE CYCLE OF 
VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, we all 
awoke yesterday to a grim but familiar 
ritual. As we looked at our phones, we 
saw that dozens of people had been 
slaughtered in Las Vegas by a madman 
with a gun. 

For the victims, the survivors, and 
their families, this is a nightmare 
come true, and my heart goes out to 
them and to the first responders and to 
the many people who rushed to help in 
that hellish situation. But now what? 

The question can’t be escaped, and it 
hits particularly hard those of us who 
live in the shadow of Sandy Hook, 
years ago, where 20 babies were killed, 
and we thought that that would be 
enough to cause this Congress to act— 
to act for sanity, to act for common-
sense, to act for life. But it wasn’t. And 
neither was Orlando, neither was San 
Bernardino, and now neither, I fear, 
will be the horrendous massacre in Las 
Vegas. 

Let’s be clear that no other tragedy 
that we face, not terrorists flying into 
buildings, not hurricanes which render 
entire islands without power and with-
out hope, cause us to say: This is not a 
time to address this problem. 

We ask ourselves: What can we do 
better? What can we learn? How can we 
stop this? Except on this issue. Or-
lando—Congress does nothing; Sandy 
Hook, 20 dead children—Congress does 
nothing; now Las Vegas. 

What is happening right now is that 
conversations are happening in offices 
to figure out what the decent interval 
of time is between the deaths in Las 
Vegas and when we can introduce a bill 
that will make it easier for people to 
buy silencers. Not even the near fatal 
attack on one of our own, my friend 
STEPHEN SCALISE, was enough to cause 
us to seriously consider what we might 
do to staunch the flow of blood that 
characterizes this country, and this 
country alone. 

Let’s be clear. Let’s be very clear 
about what we can do and what we 
don’t want to do. 

First of all, to all those who are lis-
tening to this and saying, ‘‘They just 
want to take away my guns,’’ no, we do 
not. I and those of us who stand for gun 
safety respect the Second Amendment. 
Many of us enjoy hunting. Many of us 
enjoy target practice. Many of us be-
lieve that perhaps you are safer if you 
can defend yourself. We have no inter-
est in taking away anybody’s guns. 

We have interest in at least two 
things that have the virtue of being 
supported by the vast majority of 
Americans: universal background 
checks, the simple idea that, if you are 

going to exercise your Second Amend-
ment rights and buy a weapon, we 
should check to see if you are violent, 
if you are a terrorist, if you are likely 
to do harm with that deadly weapon. 
That is a simple idea that has about 90 
percent support in this country, and 
yet it will not be brought to this floor 
in what is known as the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Do we represent or do we not? 
There are other ideas. There has to 

be some limit on the firepower and the 
nature of the lethal technology that 
Americans can get access to. We saw in 
Las Vegas what very powerful weapons, 
perhaps modified to turn them into 
military-style weapons, can do to peo-
ple and their bodies. I think most 
Americans would agree that there is 
some line—some line—between the 
weapons that we should have access to 
as a result of our Second Amendment 
rights and to do what we need to do 
and those weapons that can wreak the 
kind of havoc that we saw in Las 
Vegas. 

Last year, after the shooting at the 
Pulse nightclub, I decided in despera-
tion that I would not participate in 
any more moments of silence in this 
Chamber, that prayers and sympathy 
are fine, but this room can fix this 
problem. But this room and the people 
in it refuse to do so, even though we 
call ourselves Representatives, and we 
will not bring forward ideas that our 
constituents would support. 

So today, in our despair, we must re-
member that our great struggles—suf-
frage, civil rights, healthcare—took 
decades for us to achieve. We can break 
the cycle of violence, but we have to 
act. We have no other choice. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Pastor Kevin McKee, Chapel on the 
Campus, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, of-
fered the following prayer: 

O Lord, our God, creator of Heaven 
and Earth, sustainer of all things, 
grant this House the wisdom and cour-
age to pursue justice in their legisla-
tion. Give them compassion and hope 
as they offer aid and relief to those 
who have suffered from the devastation 
of disasters. Give them unity that is 
necessary to achieve the highest levels 
of peace in our land. 

Give the women and men of this 
Chamber the character and courage to 
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